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TWO ways to support Gateway Education Foundation next week! 
 

Huntington – The first week in May is vitally important to the Gateway Education Foundation, with 
Valley Gives Day on Tuesday, May 3 and the “Drive 4 Ur School” fundraiser on Saturday, May 7.  
 
Valley Gives Day is a region-wide day of online generosity sponsored by the Community Foundation 
of Western Massachusetts. This is the perfect year to take part in Valley Gives Day because 
organizations will win prizes for the highest number of new donors. If you’ve always wanted to give 
something—but haven’t up until now, this is a great year for you to take part! Donations may be 
made online (minimum online donation is $10). You can get to the foundation’s Valley Gives Day 
page from the website ( www.GatewayEducationFoundation.org ). This year, we are offering two 
matching grants. Two alumni will match the first $300 raised to support Girls State. The Board of 
Directors is also putting up a challenge grant and will match the first $1000 donated raised in general 
donations. Look for those matching grants on our donation page! 
 
Then drop by Gateway on Saturday (May 7) between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. and take a few cars out for 
test drives. Every driver (one per household) who submits their feedback form before leaving will 
earn $20 for the foundation from Ford Motor Company. “There’s a cap of $6,000 on this fundraiser, 
which has never been achieved in Hampshire County,” noted Wendy Long, Clerk of the Foundation. 
“We’d love to be the first but it is going to take a lot of people to make that happen!” 
 
Funds raised from both events will support the Funds for Learning program, which teachers and staff 
are able to apply to for special projects. Since the fall of 2012, the Foundation has funded items that 
cannot be supported by the school budget: Chester Elementary School’s annual musical (3 years 
running);  Littleville’s half-sleepover and BINGO for Books nights. Visits from the Springfield Science 
“Museums on the Go” programs—StarLab and Reptile Encounters. A second girl going to Girls State 
this year. A master choreographer working with the Gateway Show Choir. Robotics…keystone arch 
bridge studies….high ropes courses…organic gardening…Model United Nations. The list of 41 funded 
projects goes on and on and totals nearly $26,000. 
  
“One of my favorite projects this year is taking place with sixth graders,” noted Long. “Students will 
be studying energy efficiency and will design and create a model of a shipping container home. They 
will focus on the proper insulation for the home to make heating and cooling more efficient, which 
will be tested using an ice cube and heat lamp.” Long added that this generation of students will face 
challenges as adults that we can only dream of now and that these types of problem-solving STEM 
activities will help them build the skills they need in the future. 
 

http://www.gatewayeducationfoundation.org/
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Students, staff, parents, alumni and community members are all invited to take part. Give a little 
money on Valley Gives Day (May 3). Or give a little time at the Drive 4 Ur School event (May 7). Both 
are fine, too! 
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