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Foundation awards over $5,000 to teachers 

 

Huntington – The Gateway Education Foundation’s Board of Directors voted to grant $5,212 to staff 

throughout the Gateway Regional School District. Twelve applications totaling $7,052 were submitted by 

faculty of Chester Elementary School, Littleville Elementary School, and Gateway Regional High School.  

 

Eight grants were funded in this round, with staff having up to one year to complete their projects and spend out 

their funding. 

 

Title I Teacher Christine Bresnahan was awarded $400 for Chester Elementary School’s annual Family Literacy 

Night, which is scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 15. This year’s event is a “Book Tasting” night, where students 

will visit different ‘restaurants’ (classrooms) to sample different books. 

 

Likewise, reading teachers Gail Gingras and Margaret Petzold will continue their school-wide ‘Pawsome 

Reading Challenge’ this year at Littleville Elementary School. Their $1,400 award will pay for their annual 

family literacy night in November, books to reward student readers, and will bring in dog-related programs for 

special assemblies throughout the year. 

 

Guidance Secretary Stephanie Conway received $1,125 to bring a performance of “The Yellow Dress” back to 

the high school for juniors and seniors. This is a one woman performance based upon stories of young women 

who were victims of domestic violence. The play is produced by Deana’s Educational Theatre, which formed in 

1994 by the family and friends of Deana Brisbois, a victim of dating violence. 

 

Fifth grade teacher Kristen Baker was awarded $800 to again bring her class at Chester Elementary School to a 

hands-on, overnight STEM program at the Chimney Corners Berkshire Outdoor Center in Becket. Students will 

learn about ecology, plant life, bioaccumulation and the food chain in an event designed to also practice 

problem-solving, engineering, communication, leadership and collaboration skills. 

 

Elementary music teacher Renee Mosher received two grants totaling $287 for materials needed for this year’s 

school musicals. Chester Elementary School will perform “A World of Music – All School Musical” in April. 

Grades 3 – 5 at Littleville Elementary School will perform “Making the Band” in January, while K-2 students at 

Littleville will perform “From the Inside Out” in May. Funding is earmarked for the score, singer 

packs/downloaded music, and props for the performances. 

 

Jerilyn Beauregard and Beth Guertin—vocal and instrumental music teachers at the high school—were awarded 

a $1,000 grant to defray the cost of the band and choral competition trip to New York City in April, 2019. In 

addition to adjudicated performances before professional musicians, the trip will include a tour of the 9/11 

Museum, a matinee Broadway musical, Madame Toussand’s Wax Museum, and a tour of Ellis Island and the 
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Statue of Liberty. Students also fundraise toward this trip, which usually runs about $600 per person to include 

hotel (2 nights), admissions, tickets, fees and transportation. 

 

Finally, Athletic Director Matt Bonenfant received a $200 grant to offset the costs of taking part in the MIAA 

Student Ambassador Program, which takes place three times during the year. Student Ambassadors will be 

selected to take part in the program, travel to the MIAA Ambassador Program workshops, and take the lead in 

bringing service projects back to their school and teams. 

 

Four applications did not receive funding, and two projects did not receive full funding. 

 

The Gateway Education Foundation is a non-profit that supports the students and schools of the Gateway 

Regional School District. It relies on fundraisers, donations and grants to fund these projects. Recent fundraisers 

included the 50/50 raffles at Gateway Open Houses (which raised $220) and the Comfort Kitchen First 

Anniversary Benefit (raising $230). Upcoming fundraisers are scheduled for Homecoming Weekend and 

include the Kickoff Dinner at Chester Common table on Thurs. Oct. 11 (4 – 10 p.m., owners are donating 15% 

of the night to the Foundation); Family Movie Night on Fri, Oct. 12 at 6:30 p.m. (free admission, but donations 

to the Foundation’s Shipman Fund will be accepted); and the 5K Dam Road Race on Saturday, Oct. 13 (register 

at 8:30 a.m. in the Gateway parking lot; race starts at 9 a.m.). 

 

For more information, please visit www.GatewayEducationFoundation.org.  
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