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Education Foundation funds 7 new projects at Gateway 
 

Huntington – The Gateway Education Foundation funded 7 new classroom projects totaling just 
over $3000 at its Board of Directors meeting on September 21. Since starting its Funds for Learning 
program in September 2012, the Foundation has funded 34 projects totaling over $22,500. 
 
“We are pleased to have come this far,” noted the Foundation’s president, Shirley Winer. “But the 
teachers whose applications were not selected for funding would tell you that there’s more to do.” 
 
Funded projects for this school year include: $600 to 8th grade teachers Pat Diefendorf and Dawne 
Piers-Gamble for a history and engineering study of the Key Stone Arch Bridges in Chester. Students 
will complete a local history study of the building of the Albany Boston Railroad, visit the historic Key 
Stone Arch Bridges, research a historical artifact from that era, and create a promotional video 
advertising one of the Gateway hilltowns to prospective settlers, or selling the goods and services 
produced in the towns during that time. In science, students will research various types of bridges 
and create inquiry questions about the Key Stone Arch Bridges. They will record observational data 
on the bridges and compete against each other to see who can design and create the most 
lightweight yet durable bridge using only popsicle sticks and Elmer’s glue. Guest speakers will include 
Dave Pierce from the Chester Railway Museum and Denis Picard from the Storrowton Village 
Museum. 
 
Littleville teachers Gail Gingras and Margaret Petzold received $500 to launch their 2nd Annual 
Reading Challenge. This year, students will be rewarded and receive a new book each time they read 
and log 1000 pages. Also at Littleville, Sheila Green & Linda Hyjek received $300 in funding to 
support an Earth Space Science Enrichment project, which includes a visit from the Springfield 
Science Portable Planetarium at the school.  
 
For the third consecutive year, the Foundation is providing $800 to fund the school-wide musical at 
Chester Elementary School. This event gives all students the opportunity to take part in a real-world 
experience of performing on stage, creating sets and learning music. Students with speaking roles 
benefit from rereading and memorizing lines, improving fluency, pronunciation, vocabulary and 
overall very presentation. This year’s performance will be held on May 5, 2016 so save the date! 
 
The final three grants were awarded to Jr./Sr. High School teacher Deborah Rossman. The first grant 
provides $535 to purchase 6 Finch Robots, which will be used in the new Introduction to Computer 
Programming class, as well as STEM classes. The robots interface with several programming 
languages and can be directed to move, draw, change color and sense light, temperature and 
physical obstacles. The second grant ($76) will provide the materials needed for 8th and 9th grade 
students to apply engineering skills, their knowledge of Newton’s Laws of Motion, and fluid dynamics 



 

District telephone:  (413) 685-1000               Fax:  (413) 667-8739 
 

to design and create bottle rockets. Students will be challenged to design their rockets with a 
recovery system that returns their “egg” passenger safely back to earth. Students in 7th grade will 
learn about electrical circuits and work collaboratively to craft and create an interactive book that 
incorporates light up circuits in a story ($197).  
 
The Gateway Education Foundation formed in 2011 to enhance the educational opportunities of the 
students in the Gateway Regional School District. To date, the Foundation has raised over $30,000 
through donations from staff, parents, alumni and community members, as well as small grants and 
business sponsorships.  
 
Donations are tax deductible and may be made at any time of the year. Online donations are 
accepted on the Foundation’s website (www.GatewayEducationFoundation.org). Checks made 
payable to the Gateway Education Foundation may be mailed to 12 Littleville Rd., Huntington, MA  
01050.  
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