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½ Million Minute Reading Challenge 
 

Huntington – Littleville Elementary staff worked hard to keep their 253 students reading throughout the 
past two school years. Some of the activities included Bingo for Books nights, in which all participants received 
a new book and winning bingo players received another, giving students the opportunity to go home with new 
books to add to their home libraries. The books were purchased through a grant from the Gateway Education 
Foundation. Littleville also had a book swap in February, where students brought in gently used books from 
home and got to exchange them for other gently used books. They were also challenged to read during last 
summer and this summer to stop the dreaded “summer slide.” Students who completed reading logs and 
turned them in received new books, also awarded from the Gateway Education Foundation.  
 

The latest and biggest reading event was the ½ Million Minute Reading Challenge. Students and staff from 
Littleville Elementary completed a challenge to read ½ million minutes by the end of the school year. No 
saying fit the challenge more than “it takes a village to raise a child” because so many staff members and 
parents supported and helped students achieve this goal.  
 

To build excitement about the challenge, 1st grade teacher Gail Gingras with the help of music teacher Renee 
Mosher, produced a music video called “Keep Reading” which featured many of the Littleville staff lip sinking 
and dancing. This video was shown to the children a few times during the school year.  
 

At the beginning of the challenge, weekly pep rallies were held to encourage children to read. There was also a 
gigantic mystery box in the lobby created by art teacher Amy Thornton, which the children passed by every 
day. The students were told that the contents of the box would be revealed at the end of the challenge. 
Weekly minutes were graphed on a “rocket ship” in the school. Donna Cranson, paraprofessional, took on the 
daunting task of counting the minutes each week, which were announced at the end of the day Friday. In the 
beginning of the challenge, the winning classroom of readers received a tasty treat or an extra recess. As the 
challenge drew to the end, the winning grade received a goody.  
 

Megan Coburn, Littleville Principal, was an important part of this challenge, promising that if the students 
completed the challenge she would perform Taylor Swift’s song, “Shake It Off” with back-up performers, John 
Morgan (school counselor) and Jodi Fairman (school secretary0. They even performed in a 30 second video 
that Gail Gingras created to motivate the children over the winter months.  
 

Two assemblies were held once the school reached its lofty goal. The first was a short assembly in which the 
Mystery Box prizes, supplied by the school’s PTO, were handed out. Students received a pencil, bookmark, 
eraser, and a rubber band bracelet which stated, “Star Student”. The students also received a new book 
purchased through the grant from the Gateway Education Foundation. 
 

In the second assembly, Megan Coburn, John Morgan, and Jodi Fairman performed the song, “Shake It Off”! 
With tutus and ribbon wands in hand, the three danced together to celebrate the students great achievement. 
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Photo (left to right): Littleville 

Counselor John Morgan, Principal 

Megan Coburn, and Secretary Jodi 

Fairman to a dance for students to 

celebrate reaching a half-million 

minutes of reading during the school 

year. 

 


