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Littleville learns about reptiles 
 

Huntington – First graders at Littleville Elementary School experienced a “Reptile Encounters” on 
February 11, with a visit from the Springfield Science Museum and several of its residents. 
 
In a unit of study that involved both science and language arts, the project was designed to enhance 
the students’ study on habitats. The cross-curricular unit focused on habitats, sets of animals in each 
habitat and characteristics of each habitat. The unit also exposed students to non-fiction texts, text 
features, and how to gather information from non-fiction texts. In turn, students wrote non-fiction all 
about books during their writer’s workshop time. 
 
Nancy Huntington, a museum staff member, spoke with students about the characteristics of reptiles: 
they are all cold blooded, hatch from eggs, have a backbone (unlike worms), have dry, scaly skin, 
and have lungs (unlike fish).  
 
Huntington then introduced her guests “Speedy” (a painted turtle), “7” (a bald python) and “Mercury” 
(a bearded dragon). She taught students how to tell the difference between water and land turtles, 
and how snakes use their tongues to “taste” rather than smell, and hear using vibrations. As she 
brought each animal around for students to get a closer look, they were instructed not to touch them 
as the reptiles could contract illnesses from viruses or germs. Huntington, herself, used hand sanitizer 
before handling each one and wore gloves for Mercury because he had contracted—and now 
carried—salmonella, probably from his leafy green diet. 
 
During questions from students, she informed them that there are only two varieties of poisonous 
snakes in Massachusetts and both are endangered. “There’s not many left and you will probably 
never see one, which is very sad,” Huntington explained, adding that these snakes are helpful by 
eating small animals that carry diseases or destroy crops. Students were advised to leave wildlife 
alone to keep everyone safe. Both Mercury and 7 had been purchased at pet stores, by owners who 
were unable to keep them. She told students that snakes that have lighter colored bellies are tree 
climbers and the color helps them blend in with the glare of the sun and clouds as people look up.  
 
The event was funded by the Gateway Education Foundation, through its Funds for Learning 
program. Since it started four years ago, the Foundation has funded 41 classroom and school 
projects totaling nearly $26,000, thanks to donations from parents, students, alumni, staff, 
businesses and community members. To support programs like these, please send your tax 
deductible donation to the Gateway Education Foundation, 12 Littleville Rd., Huntington, MA  01050. 
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Photo: Students Dylan H. and Parker S. 

were among those visiting with Nancy 

Huntington and her reptiles, in 

Catherine Moriarty’s first grade 

classroom. 


