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GEF thanks donors for support on Giving Tuesday 

 
Huntington – “On behalf of the Gateway Education Foundation, the Board would like to truly thank all of our 

donors who took part Giving Tuesday on November 27,” said Board President Shirley Winer. “We had a record 

number of donors and a record number of new donors this year!” 

 

A total of 68 people donated to the Foundation for Giving Tuesday, raising $2,999. Donations are still coming 

in, which GEF hopes will push them over the $3k mark. GEF also won another $1,127 from the Community 

Foundation of Western Massachusetts after being drawn from a pool of non-profits who used the hashtag 

“ValleyGivingTuesday” on their social media posts. 

 

Leading the way for marketing this year’s campaign were Gateway sophomore Parker Atkin and junior Maria 

Pless, who are completing a communications internship with Wendy Long, Clerk of the Foundation.  Atkin, 

Pless and Long selected stories to highlight the Foundation’s support of education at Gateway and mapped out a 

timeline of communications efforts over six weeks leading up to the campaign, which included press releases, 

social media postings, autodialed calls, and red folder handouts.  

 

New this year was a contest between staff at Chester Elementary School, Littleville Elementary School, 

Gateway Regional Middle School and Gateway Regional High School. The school with the highest percentage 

of donors will receive free Starbucks Coffee and Mrs. Murphy’s donuts one morning this month. Although the 

race was hard-fought by staff members, the Middle School emerged the winner with 91% of staff donating! 

 

Up next for the Foundation will be its annual Business Sponsor drive. Area businesses are invited to take part 

by donating $100 to the Gateway Education Foundation (12 Littleville Road, Huntington, MA  01050) by 

December 31. Business sponsors have their names on a large, framed listing at the main entrance of the school 

and are acknowledge on the GEF website, annual report, and at events throughout the year. Any area business 

wishing to join or renew their sponsorship may mail a check payable to the Gateway Education Foundation. 

 

Thanks in large part to the donations of alumni, staff, families, businesses and community members, the 

Gateway Education Foundation has funded 88 projects totaling over $90,000 since 2012. For more information 

on what we’ve achieved together, please visit our website (www.GatewayEducationFoundation.org). 
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