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The Gateway Education Foundation through a student’s eyes 
 

Huntington – As an everyday student in my third year of high school, I hadn’t found myself as involved with, or 
informed of, what goes on behind-the-scenes of my school until signing up to be an intern for Wendy Long. 
Working in Gateway’s communications office, I’ve had multiple opportunities to meet and speak with 
experienced individuals, obtain responsibility for important tasks, and have been able to learn more about the 
Gateway Education Foundation.  
 
On January 30, I attended my second Gateway Education Foundation board meeting. The first one that I 
attended was towards the beginning of the school year, when I was just adjusting to my new internship. 
Although I didn’t have a lot of knowledge about the Foundation itself quite yet, the first meeting was 
interesting. There was a demonstration by a sixth grade boy about a science related project, which the G.E.F. 
had granted funding for to supply the materials used. It was wonderful to see, and realize, that this is the type 
of work that the Foundation does for the students at our school. 
 
With that as my first experience of being a guest at a board meeting, I was looking forward to the January 
meeting. The meeting began at 6 in the evening and I listened to the board members discuss grant requests, 
new ideas for programs (not just for Gateway but Chester Elementary as well) and programs such as Girl’s 
State that are still in need of funding. I was also given the handouts that each member had, which had lists of 
the discussion goals for the meeting and a recap from the meeting I attended in November.  
 
Something that we spent a majority of the meeting focused on was the Funds for Learning requests. There 
were 7 requests that the board members had to discuss and decide whether to approve or reject. Even though 
there was no hands-on demonstration like there was during my first meeting, it was awesome to see all the 
requests approved in the end because they all seem worthwhile.  
 
Being involved in these two Gateway Education Foundation board meetings, and a lot more with the school in 
general, has been eye-opening. Before being an intern for Wendy Long, I honestly had not known much about 
the Foundation for our school and what their role is. I now have a better understanding and know what they 
provide for us as students.    
 
Over time, I think it is important that students get involved in the behind-the-scenes action and be more 
curious about what’s going on with Gateway. I didn’t have to be an intern to learn so much, although 
fortunately it has taken me further than I thought it would.  
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