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4 Gateway juniors attend Boys/Girls State 
 

Huntington – “I must admit that I was intimidated seeing so many well educated, well spoken, 
passionate young women,” Anna Pless said, about her first impressions of the intensive, weeklong 
event sponsored by the American Legion Auxiliary. Pless was joined by Gateway juniors Rachel 
LeBarron (Massachusetts Girls State), Trevor Bruno and Franky Tangredi (Massachusetts Boys State. 
All four arrived at Stonehill College on June 11 for their respective programs. 
 
Eligible students had to be United States citizens (or legal inhabitant), at the end of their junior year 
in high school, and had to have high moral character, strong leadership abilities and above average 
scholastic standing. 
 
LeBarron characterized her week as “a life-changing experience where I realized that I could have a 
profound impact on the world, despite adversity.” LeBarron was elected Clerk of the House of 
Representatives and said the experience gave her a lot of confidence. She was also named the 
Massachusetts Girls State nominee for the Samsung Scholarship. LeBarron moves onto a national 
competition between the state recipients, where 10 will be selected for substantial scholarships. 
 
Members of the local American Legion chose Bruno and Tangredi from a pool of applicants 
nominated by the social studies faculty at Gateway Regional High School. As the Gateway hilltowns 
no longer have an American Legion Auxiliary, local community groups have been stepping forward to 
fund girls for Girls State. This year, the First Congregational Church of Huntington on Norwich Hill 
and individual donors to the Gateway Education Foundation funded LeBarron and Pless; members of 
the church held interviews with the faculty nominees. “We made some really good choices but we 
had great material to work from,” noted Nancy Kaminski, one of the interviewers who had been a 
Girls State Citizen herself years ago. 
 
Both programs were held simultaneously at Stonehill College, although most of the activities take 
place separately. Both programs strive to “develop informed and engaged citizens that are the 
essential element of our democracy.” Each divides their delegates into two parties, holds local and 
state elections, works with other elected officials to solve mock problems at the local, regional and 
state levels, and proposes legislation to address the needs of citizens. The event features guest 
speakers, workshops and classes, offering intramural sports and an integrated band during free time. 
 
By Tuesday, Pless had reported that local and state elections had been held. She was elected to the 
School Committee in the “City of Hope”, and had also run for State Auditor for the “Federalist” 
party—making it all the way to the state convention. “I did not win the nomination from my party, 
however I learned a lot about public speaking—a thing I really am not great at and don’t particularly 
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like. I am now motivated to work on my speaking skills, which I am sure will serve me well in the 
future.” 
 
All four were grateful to the community groups who selected and sponsored them. “I was amazed at 
the intellect in my fellow ‘boy’s staters’, along with their public speaking skills and their overall 
charisma,” said Tangredi. “I am grateful for this opportunity and thank everyone who had a part in 
sponsoring me to come here, especially the American Legion.” 
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Rachel LeBarron, Anna Pless (front 

row, left to right), Trevor Bruno and 

Frankie Tangredi (back row, l to r) 

attended Girls and Boys State at 

Stonehill College from June 11 through 

June 17. 
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