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Dating violence education takes center stage at Gateway 
 

Huntington - Approximately 6.6 percent of male students report experiencing physical dating violence in the 

last year. For female students, that number is about nine percent. Ten percent of students report having 

experienced sexual dating violence in the last year. And, according to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, 20 percent of students report experiencing intimate dating violence before they turned 18 years old. 

While differences in reporting rates between males and females are inconsistent, studies show that girls 

consistently report higher levels of physical injury, higher levels of fear, and greater rates of sexual abuse within 

relationships. Dating violence is hard to eliminate or reduce but the first step towards a solution is education. 
 

On Tuesday, March 12, Gateway Juniors and Seniors watched a performance of The Yellow Dress (presented by 

Deana’s Educational Theater and sponsored by the Gateway Education Foundation). This one-woman play 

features dramatic and educational elements revolving around the theme of dating violence.  
 

The story’s main character is a typical high school girl, Anna. She’s been in a relationship with her boyfriend 

for several years: a relationship that starts as a dream, but turns into a nightmare. While her boyfriend began as 

a sweet guy, he becomes more controlling as the relationship progresses. Eventually, Anna leaves him, but 

months later he returns and asks for another chance. Anna contemplates this, and finally decides to put her past 

behind her. In a rage from rejection, her ex-boyfriend drives her to a secluded place and, intentionally or not, 

kills Anna.  
 

The play’s plot is based on thousands of true stories across America. Deana’s Educational Theater works to 

educate students on the effects of bullying and dating violence. After the play, students were engaged in a 

discussion about how the play’s message could be applied to their lives. Students had conversations with the 

actors on the warning signs of an abusive relationship, how to help a friend or themselves if in an abusive 

relationship, and how abusive relationships function.  
 

Stephanie Conway, a school representative to the Southern Hilltown Domestic Violence Task Force, noted that 

this production was intended to keep the conversation of dating and domestic violence going, after the Social 

Norms Campaign. The Social Norms Campaign was spearheaded by the Task Force over several years to 

educate students about the realities of domestic and dating violence between 2016 and 2018. Conway wrote the 

grant application to have the show performed after seeing the production when she was a student. She stated the 

show was successful in keeping dating violence in discussion, noting she was “really happy to hear the 

discussion after the play, and was really impressed with what students were saying.” Conway has also stated 

that she has received positive reactions from students, saying “It’s great to get this kind of reaction.” 
 

This production was made possible by a grant from the Gateway Education Foundation (GEF). The Gateway 

Education Foundation formed in 2011 to enhance the educational opportunities for students in the Gateway 

Regional School District. Since the fall of 2012, the Foundation has funded 95 projects totaling over $95,000, 

thanks to the generosity of donations from parents, staff, students, alumni, local businesses and community 

members. For more information, visit www.gatewayeducationfoundation.org .  
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