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Photo Caption: Linus, the black lab who visited Gateway last week, is barely visible but is probably enjoying 

the attention and petting from Littleville students who reached their monthly reading goal in November, as 

Miss Leslie looks on. 

 

“Love on a Leash” program rewards ‘pawsome’ readers 

 
Huntington – At a special assembly on Friday, Dec 14 Miss Leslie put her 7-year old black lab through his 

paces, showing his skills as a trained therapy and service dog. She dropped a pencil that he picked up and put 

into her hand, and he braced himself as she pretended to need help standing up after falling.  

 

He also wowed the 135 Littleville Elementary students who attended by showing his math skills: barking when 

he heard the correct answer to addition and subtraction problems, and receiving a treat for his efforts. 

 

Miss Leslie was one of four women and seven dogs who visited Gateway to reward students for completing 

their November reading logs—all part of a yearlong ‘Pawsome’ Reading Challenge organized by reading 

teachers Gail Gingras and Margaret Petzold and funded by the Gateway Education Foundation. 

 

Also visiting were two Shetland sheep dogs (often mistakenly called miniature collies) including a UKC 

champion show dog and an obedience champion.  

 

Blandford resident Brenda Blood—known to many for her work at Blandford Animal Hospital—brought three 

of her miniature Australian Shepherds, 2 of whom are champions and all of whom visit nursing homes as 

therapy dogs. Blood explained that, despite the name, the breed actually originated in Oregon, not Australia. 

 

The women are all members of an organization called “Love on a Leash”, which visits schools and promotes 

reading. 

 

The assembly was a reward for students who completed reading goals for the month. The goal for students in 

preschool and kindergarten is 60 minutes a week, grades 1 – 2 is 80 minutes a week, and grades 3 – 5 is 120 

minutes each week. Students record their reading minutes on a calendar and parents/guardians sign the reading 

logs, which are turned in at the end of the month. Each student who reads (or is read to) the required number of 

minutes every week in the month will receive a prize. There are also prizes for the classroom with the most 

participants and an adult reading prize as well. 

 

This is the second year of the Pawsome Reading Challenge, due to its popularity last year. Students each 

received a chain at the beginning of the year, and earn a dog tag charm to add onto the chain each time they met 

their reading goal. Special assemblies will be held throughout the year (many featuring dogs or other animals) 

to reward students who took part and to keep the project exciting. Students also get to select books to keep. 
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Research has long shown the benefits of reading as an indicator of academic success. A student who is read to 

for 20 minutes a day will hear 1.8 million words a year. And students who get to select their own reading 

material are more motivated to read and more likely to commit to reading. 

 

Funding for the books, assemblies and incentives comes from the Gateway Education Foundation and the 

Littleville PTO. 
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