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Photo Caption: Crow—a ‘Read to Rover’ service dog—visited Littleville Elementary School students to kick 

off this year’s Pawsome Reading Challenge. 

 

‘Pawsome Reading Challenge’ underway at Littleville 

 
Huntington – Literacy teachers Margaret Petzold and Gail Gingras arranged an assembly earlier this month to 

officially kickoff the year long ‘Pawsome Reading Challenge’ at Littleville Elementary School. The program 

featured dancing ‘puppies’ (Littleville staff members led by Sean O’Neill, dancing to “Who Let the Dogs Out”) 

and a visit from Jessica Pianski and her ‘Read to Rover’ service dog, an Irish Wolfhound named Crow. 

 

Students will be rewarded throughout the year for reaching reading goals each month (or being read to). The 

goal for students in preschool and kindergarten is 60 minutes a week, grades 1 – 2 is 80 minutes a week, and 

grades 3 – 5 is 120 minutes each week. Students record their reading minutes on a calendar and 

parents/guardians sign the reading logs, which are turned in at the end of the month. Each student who reads (or 

is read to) the required number of minutes every week in the month will receive a prize. 

 

This is the second year of the Pawsome Reading Challenge, due to its popularity last year. Students each 

received a chain at the beginning of the year, and earn a dog tag charm to add onto the chain each time they met 

their reading goal. Special assemblies will be held throughout the year (many featuring dogs or other animals) 

to reward students who took part and to keep the project exciting. Students also get to select books to keep. 

 

Research has long shown the benefits of reading as an indicator of academic success. A student who is read to 

for 20 minutes a day will hear 1.8 million words a year. And students who get to select their own reading 

material are more motivated to read and more likely to commit to reading. 

 

Funding for the books, assemblies and incentives comes from the Gateway Education Foundation and the 

Littleville PTO. A video of the dancing puppies may be seen on the Littleville Literacy webpage 

(www.grsd.org/4/content/literacy). 
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